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There are different types of fraud that are punishable by the law. Among the various types of fraud that exists, mortgage fraud is a method of fraud that has tremendously grown especially in the 21st century. This type of fraud is very unique in that it is concerned with borrowing and lending of money. This type of crime involves material misrepresentation or omission of information on the mortgage loan when applying (Taibbi, 2013). Those who commit mortgage fraud usually have an intention to typically obtain a large amount of loan that they could have not been able to receive if their application was honest. Simply, they falsify information when applying for the loan in order to get more money. On the other hand, the “Broken windows theory” is a type of theory that is used to explain various causes of crimes in society. The theory is based on the concept that if a given problem in a given environment goes unattended to then, it will affect the attitude of people in that environment and even cause more problems. On one hand, there are various known issues that surround the broken window theory. On the other hand, there are also a number of issues that surround mortgage fraud. This paper comprehensively discusses some of the relationships between the issues of mortgage fraud and “Broken Windows theory”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The first relationship between the issues surrounding mortgage fraud and “Broken Windows Theory” is that failure to take action to punish a small crime will lead to more crimes. Broken windows theory just works like a broken window in an abandoned building where even more windows will be broken. Again, if the litter is left uncleansed then it will encourage more littering. The issue is that if the law enforcers fail to fix small issues then more issues will rise. For example, if community policing programs and arresting for petty mistakes is not done by police officers then the crime rates will just rise instead of reducing. This is the same issue with mortgage fraud (Gaines, & Miller, 2014). There are some managers in the past who have been hesitant at implementing simple rules against those found to be falsifying information when trying to apply for loans. The act of falsifying information when applying for a loan is a crime that is punishable by the law. In fact, mortgage fraud is so serious in the US and is prosecuted as bank fraud, wire fraud, money laundering, and mail fraud with penalties that can add up to 30 years of imprisonment. When some bank managers and employees usually come across people trying to cheat when applying for loans, they do not take any further action after cancelling the application. This leads to more crime as other people will think that it is not a big problem. 
Legislation shortage and education are other big issues that surround mortgage fraud and breaking window theory. Some of the states have not designed legislation that combats mortgage fraud. Some states have formed mortgage fraud laws while other states have not yet done that and even educated local people about the seriousness of this type of crime (Deflem, 2006). This is why fully combating this type of crime has been an issue. On the other side, the broken window theory is also very much affected by education and legislation. For example, there are some small elements of community policing that people do not well while some people who know about them usually ignore in most occasions. These include policies such as making arrests for petty crimes, picking up litter, cleaning up graffiti on a regular basis and more. When there is not enough education on these legislative and those in charge of enforcing also ignore then the rates of crime will just increase. 
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